ROCK CREEK

ALLIANCE

Late Winter 2019

FROM OUR MOUNTAINS

TO OUR LAKE

Looking Back—
and Thinking Forward

Dear Member,

This past year was a challenge on many fronts with the rollback
of environmental regulations and laws, and the removal of
people with institutional memory from federal agencies like
EPA. My hope is that in 2019, we will begin to stem the tide of
environmental deregulation and destruction.

In the fight against the Rock Creek mine, there were several
developments in the last year. The decision by the Forest Service
last summer to authorize construction of the first phase of the
mine came as no surprise to us. Citing uncertainty in the scope
of impacts, the Forest Service opted not to permit the full mine,
but rather to green light development of Phase 1 of the mine,
which is the Evaluation Adit.

A positive development was the decision by Montana DEQ to
enforce Montana’s “Bad Actor Law.” In this newsletter, you will
read about how Hecla’s choice of Phillips Baker as its CEO has
had ramifications for the company and its plans to develop the
Rock Creek and Montanore mines.

Along with waging our important legal campaign, we held several
successful events last year to keep you apprised and engaged in
the fight, including our Annual Party at Evans Brothers and the
Holiday “Funraiser” at Idaho Pour Authority. We hope you were
able to join us for at least one of the events. The generosity of
local businesses, volunteers, and, you, our supporters, made
them a great success!

In keeping with the types of communication that many people
are using, especially young people, the Alliance is sharing a lot
of information via Facebook, and, more recently, Twitter and
Instagram. If you use social media, we encourage you to connect
with us on these platforms. We've also gotten away from sending
out paper newsletters, but do send out news alerts electronically
several times a year. If you are not receiving these, please send us
an email to info@rockcreekalliance.org so we can add you to our
database.

Finally, on an immensely sad and sobering note, on January 25,
2019, a tailings dam at an iron ore mine in Brazil's Minas Gerais

Kayakers in Idlewilde Bay
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state collapsed, leaving a path of destruction and death. The
collapse was predictable and, perhaps, preventable in the short
term. Worldwide, there are many tailings dams at risk of failure,
yet plans for unsafe new dams, like Rock CreeK’s, persist.

As a society, we have many challenges ahead in affecting change in
the way mines are permitted (or not), monitored, and regulated.
I hope you will stay the course with us, and continue to support
our work in opposing the Rock Creek mine and in implementing
positive change on a broader scale. Be assured that in 2019, our
attorneys will continue to aggressively pursue every promising
legal challenge from the “Bad Actor Law” to the Endangered
Species Act to halt the mine’s construction.

There are many ways you can help including financial support and
volunteerism. Let us know if you have time to get involved, and
please renew your membership in 2019 if you have not already
done so. We cannot go it alone!

For Our Lake and Wilderness,

Mary Crowe Costello
Executive Director
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ALLIANCE
PO. Box 2636

Sandpoint, ID 83864

Return Service Requested

Current resident, or:

Please note the date by your name to check your
membership expiration date. Thank You!

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID

Permit No. 208
Sagle, ID 83860

ROCK CREEK

Rock Creek Alliance is a non-profit organization
formed by citizens, conservationists, and
outdoor sports enthusiasts to protect our public
lands and water resources from proposed
mining activities within the lower Clark Fork
River—Lake Pend Oreille Watershed

www.rockcreekalliance.org

ALLIANCE

Board of Directors:

Sandy Bessler, Sandpoint, ID

John Edwards, Sagle, ID

Marcus Intinarelli, Newman Lake, WA
Timothy Krech, Sandpoint, ID

Diane Mosley, Heron, MT

Ken Vanden Heuvel, Newman Lake, WA
Staff:

Mary Crowe Costello, Executive Director

Find us on



