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FROM OUR MOUNTAINS
TO OUR LAKE

Hecla Mining: Latest Owner
of the Rock Creek and
Montanore Projects

Last summer, in a board-approved merger, Hecla Mining
acquired the now closed Troy Mine and the neighboring Rock
Creek Project from the cash strapped Revett Minerals. Hecla
is now the fourth owner since the Rock Creek Mine began the
permitting process in the mid-1990’s. Recently it was announced
that Hecla intends to acquire the Montanore Mine from Mines
Management, Inc. of Spokane, becoming the third company that
has sought a permit for this mine. This development means that
instead of two companies vying for permits for these mines, we
are now dealing with one owner, at least for now. So just who is
Hecla Mining Co., and should we be more concerned than ever?

Unlike Mines Management and Revett Minerals that had never
operated a mine, or had done so only briefly in the case of the
latter’s Troy Mine, Hecla has been in operation for many years
and has a track record that easily can be examined. Its operations
include the Grouse Creek and Lucky Friday Mines in Idaho and
the Greens Creek Mine in Alaska.

In 1992, the Salmon Challis National Forest permitted the Grouse
Creek Mine, assuring the public that “the tailings impoundment
is a zero discharge facility” and “no significant impacts on
water quality are expected to occur from the proposed project.”
Located adjacent to the largest wilderness complex in the lower
48 states, it was heralded as a “state-of-the-art” mine when it
began operations.

Before the first gold was even produced, the mine leaked cyanide
into area waters. In one instance, just as adult salmon were
migrating into the area to spawn, a pipe broke at the mine, spilling
cyanide solution for about 40 minutes. Cyanide was soon found
in a creek at levels of 1.31 parts per million - 60 times greater
than levels toxic to fish. In another cyanide spill, 5,000 gallons
contaminated the mine’s mill yard. From 1995 to 1999, Hecla
violated water quality standards repeatedly and was cited 100’s of
times. In 2000, cleanup was ordered under CERCLA for a time
critical removal action (Superfund) due to imminent threat to
human health and the environment.

The Grouse Creek Mine ended up operating for only three years
and then shut its doors — producing no profits and leaving
behind a legacy of long-term water pollution.

Hecla’s Lucky Friday Mine has also not been so lucky. From
2009 to 2014, the EPA documented nearly 500 violations of the
company’s federal discharge permit. In 2015, Hecla was fined
$600,000 in fines. Violations included seepage of metal-laden
water from the tailings pond into a tributary of the South Fork
of the Coeur d’ Alene River, runoff during construction of a new
tailings pond, and failure to properly report problems to EPA.
The Lucky Friday Mine is the single largest contributor of heavy
metals to the South Fork of the Coeur d’ Alene River upstream
of Mullan, Idaho.

The Greens Creek Mine is located in Southeast Alaska on the
northern end of Admiralty Island, within Admiralty Island
National Monument. In the 1980’, the Forest Service predicted
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Cabinet Mountains Wilderness
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Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID

Permit No. 208
PO. Box 2636 Sagle, ID 83860

Sandpoint, ID 83864

Current resident, or:

Please note the date by your name to check your
membership expiration date. Thank You!

ROCK CREEK

ALLIANCE

Rock Creek Alliance is a non-profit organization LB G (RS TES
Sandy Bessler, Sandpoint, ID
Jean Gerth, Sandpoint, ID

Marcus Intinarelli, Newman Lake, WA

formed by citizens, conservationists, and
outdoor sports enthusiasts to protect our public

lands and water resources from proposed Virginia Moody, Sandpoint, ID

mining activities within the lower Clark Fork Diane Mosley, Heron, MT
River—Lake Pend Oreille Watershed Ken Vanden Heuvel, Newman Lake, WA
Shakura Young, Sandpoint, ID
Staff:

Mary Crowe Costello, Executive Director

www.rockcreekalliance.org Find us on EFET 0 4



